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~ Loves a pat: Natasha Gillam;,
¥ 7, with petirabbit Dolly.
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It's boom time for bunnies

THOUSANDS of rabbits are being
abandoned at Victorian animal shelters,
prompting calls for more families to

consider adopting a bunny.

RSPCA shelter attendant Alice Currey
said each year she saw more than 430

rabbits in need of a home.

“Rabbits have become a more popular
pet, but when the kids grow up a lot of
families bring them to the shelter or just

let them go,” Ms Currey said. “Sadly
people don't think of shelters when
searching for a bunny, like they do when
they're searching for a dog or a cat.

“These are very intelligent animals
and they come desexed and cost less
than at a pet shop.”

Wandin North mum Vicky Gillam
adopted a white rabbit named Dolly this
month after searching on the RSPCA

website. She said her daughter Natasha,
7. had developed a special bond with the
newest family member.

“We wanted a bunny that was extra-
special,” Ms Gillam said.

“She is the most adorable animal we
have ever come across. She is very
affectionate and she nudges you when
she wants a pat, and Natasha loves her.”
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by bully

THE State Government
faces a huge compen-
sation claim from a for-
mer schoolboy who says
he was beaten so badly
by a schoolyard bully he
will never work.

The former student
could claim more than
$3 million based on the
average Australian wage
over a working lifetime.

In another school as-
sault case, a girl is suing
the Government over an
alleged sexual assault at
a Melbourne school.

These are among the
latest spate of legal ac-
tions against the Gov-
ernment over schoolyard
bullying and assaults
and follow three claims
by Victorian schoolgirls
two months ago.

Court documents al-
lege a former Bundoora
Secondary College stud-
ent spent his high school
years in terror. In 1998,
when he was 13, until he
turned 17 in 2002 he was
severely bullied and
finally bashed, causing
skull fractures.

On June 25, 2002 the
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bully allegedly assaulted
the victim causing “sig-
nificant” head injuries
including multiple frac-
tures, bruising, lacer-
ations and injuries that
affected his vision.

The documents say
the attack caused post-
traumatic stress dis-
order and triggered or
aggravated obsessive
compulsive behaviour
and schizophrenia.

Lawyers from Arnold
Thomas & Becker said
the victim, now 26, had
never worked because of
his injuries and probably
never would.

A schoolgirl in a state-
ment of claim lodged
with the County Court
says the Government
failed to protect her from
a classmate.

She alleges that in
2006 the boy assaulted
her sexually during an
excursion despite the
school knowing his his-
tory of demanding sex-
ual favours from other
students.
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72509m BARKERS CREEK PORK SIRLOIN
with sweet chilli Tiger Prawns

Ashley Hotel, Braybrook
Balaclava Hotel, St Kilda East
Bayswater Hotel, Bayswater
Berwick Inn Hotel, Berwick
Blackburn Hotel, Blackburn

Blue Bell Hotel, Wendouree
Boomerang Hotel, Lavington
Boundary Hotel, Bentleigh East
Bundoora Hotel, Bundoora
Burvale Hotel, Nunawading
Chelsea Heights, Chelsea Heights
Cherry Hill Tavern, Doncaster
Coach & Horses, Ringwood
Commercial Hotel, South Morang
Commercial Hotel, Werribee
Coolaroo Hotel, Coolaroo
Cramers Hotel, Preston

Croxton Park Hotel, Thornbury
Daiseys, Ringwood

Daveys Hotel, Frankston

Deer Park Hotel, Deer Park
Doncaster Hotel, Doncaster
Elsternwick Hotel, Elwood
Eltham Hotel, Eltham

Excelsior, Thomastown

Ferntree Gully Hotel, Ferntree Gully
First & Last, Hadfield

Fountain Gate Hotel, Narre Warren
Glengala Hotel, Sunshine

Hallam Hotel, Hallam
Keysborough Hotel, Keysborough
Mac's Hotel, Melton

Manhattan Hotel, Ringwood
Manningham Club, Bulleen
Matthew Flinders Hotel, Chadstone
Meadow Inn Hotel-Motel, Fawkner
Milano's Tavern, Brighton
Mitcham Hotel, Mitcham

Monash Hotel, Clayton
Moreland Hotel, Brunswick
Morwell Hotel, Morwell

Mt View Hotel, Glen Waverley
Olinda Creek Hotel, Lilydale
Palace Hotel, Camberwell
Pascoe Vale Hotel, Pascoe Vale
Prince Mark Hotel, Doveton
Racecourse Hotel, Malvern East
Rose Shamrock Hotel, Reservoir
Royal Exchange Hotel, Traralgon
Royal FTG Hotel, Ferntree Gully
Royal Hotel, Essendon

Royal Hotel, Sunbury

Royal 0ak, Richmond

Sandbelt Club Hotel, Moorabbin
Sandown Park Hotel, Noble Park
Sandringham Hotel, Sandringham
Sands Hotel, Carrum Downs
Seaford Hotel, Seaford
Shoppingtown Hotel, Doncaster
Skyways Hotel, Airport West
Somerville Hotel, Somerville

St Albans Hotel, St Albans
Stamford Inn, Rowville

The Club Hotel, Ferntree Gully
Tudor Inn, Cheltenham

Vale Hotel, Mulgrave

Victoria Hotel, Shepparton
Victoria Inn, Williamstown
Village Green Hotel, Mulgrave
Waltzing Matilda Hotel, Springvale

Werribee Plaza Hotel, Hoppers Crossing
Westmeadows Tavern, West Meadows

Westside Hotel, Laverton
Wheelers Hill Hotel, Wheelers Hill
York On Lilydale, Mt Evelyn
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